Ronald Hough
July 14, 1947 - February 6, 2020

With a journey that spanned times of great change around him, Ronald Hough lived a life
of purpose while holding his loved ones near. He was vibrant and fun-loving with a zest for
life that was contagious to all who were near. Ron was deeply devoted to his family, and
he was happiest when surrounded by his friends and loved ones. A friend of Ron’s was a
friend for life, and as a longtime resident of the community he loved he was the sort of
person everyone seemed to know. Deeply loved, he will be forever missed.
As our nation had been deeply entrenched in WWII during the first half of the 1940s, there
was much to celebrate when America and our allies were victorious in August of 1945,
bringing an end to the fight for our freedoms. During the years that followed, rationing was
no longer needed, and we were adjusting to being a nation at peace once again. It was
during this time of transition when the baby boom was underway that Garrett Ferdinand
and Marjorie (Harmon) Hough learned their own family would be expanding during the
summer of 1947. Their wait was finally over when the baby boy they named Ronald Paul
made his arrival on July 14th that year. He was one of five as he was joined in his family
by his siblings, Sharon, Larry, Dave, and Jim. In many ways Ron was a typical young boy
of his generation. He attended local schools through high school.
It was while in high school that Ron’s life was forever changed when he met the love of his
life. Her name was Bonnie Gleason, and it didn’t take them long to fall deeply in love. With
the desire to spend the rest of their lives together Ron and Bonnie were married on April
25, 1970, at the Church of God in Otsego after he was released from the Army. Together
Ron and Bonnie welcomed two children,Michael and Ronnie, into their hearts and home.
Later, Ron was thrilled when his granddaughter, Riley, came along. Some of their best
family memories were made on a trip when he and Bonnie took a trip to Disney World with
their two sons and her mother. As someone who liked to joke around at times, Ron was
following behind the family, acting as though he didn’t know the group he was with. Being
at Disney meant it was totally acceptable to act like a kid, according to Ron. He was also
very close to his nephew, Gary, especially when his health began declining later in life.

As his family and friends can attest, Ron had a strong work ethic and gave everything his
all. He was stationed in Germany at one point, but he was never sent into battle as his
brother was already on active duty and only one son was allowed to be involved in battle
at the time. With his military duties fulfilled, Ron returned home and worked early in life at
the Plainwell Bowling Alley and later the Parchment Paper Mill.
There were so many things that Ron enjoyed throughout his life. Both he and his brother,
Dave, were master gardeners, and Ron was also a beekeeper. He got started when a
gentleman in Otsego gave him his first hives as he was retiring at the time. Ron had bees
for many years. He also raised chickens for eggs right in the backyard, and people were
always surprised to learn that their chickens laid blue eggs! Ron enjoyed golfing, which
was something he often did with Harm & Liz, a friend, and a coworker from the paper mill.
He also loved bowling, and for several years he was on different leagues including at
Plainwell Lanes. At times Ron traveled with his bowling leagues. On these trips, he and
Bonnie usually got right to their destination, but on the way home they took the long way
home so they could sightsee along the way. On one trip they found an antique store in the
mountains, and although they wanted to stop there the next time they were driving home it
took them three years to find the same store again!
All who knew Ronald Hough would agree that he was a kindhearted and giving man. He
made the most of the days he was given, facing whatever came his way head on. Ron
worked hard, but he played hard, too, and he was one to keep busy as much as he could.
A dear man to many, he will be forever missed.
Ronald Hough passed away on February 6, 2020. Ron is survived by his wife Bonnie
(Gleason) Hough: sister; Sharon: brothers; Larry and Dave: son; Ronnie: granddaughter;
Riley: a very helpful nephew; Gary: and several nieces and nephews. Ron is preceded in
death by his parents: brother; Jim: and son; Michael. Visitation for Ron will be Monday,
February 10, 2020 from 4-7pm at McCowen & Secord Family Funeral Homes, Marshall –
Gren Chapel, 120 S. Woodhams, Plainwell, MI 49080. Services for Ron will be Tuesday,
February 11, 2020 at 1pm at Doster Community Reformed Church, 12145 Doster Rd,
Plainwell, MI 49080.
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Comments

“

Bonnie I will keep you in my heart and if anything I am right here. You two have been
friends for everyone and now please let me try to help you. Ron was an amazing
man. He was a friend and a great inspiration to us all.He knew that Love matters and
home life matters. Making a difference in the world matters. No matter how small; the
bee's the matter. Organics matter. He was as will be the kindest gendelest man I
have yet to know. I will miss him dearly. May God's perpetual light shine on upon him
for evermore and may he now Forever Rest In Peace. And may you know that you
have people that you can count on to help with the transition you have to face. Love
you my friend

Vicki Kooistra - February 11, 2020 at 11:59 PM

“

Bonnie, I am so sorry for your loss. Prayers for comfort and peace for you and your
family.

Mary Jo (Grimm) Griffin and family - February 11, 2020 at 09:45 AM

“

Dear Bonnie, Sorry to learn of your loss. Widowhood is not something we asked for,
nor wanted. Be kind & gentle with yourself, as you have suffered a great loss. I have
found that time doesn’t heal though, it merely teaches you how to live with the pain.
Take care. Surround yourself with kind, understanding people and treasured
memories.

Mrs. Jim Hewitt. (Patti Khodl)
Patti Hewitt - February 10, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

Tim And Karen Knickerbocker lit a candle in memory of Ronald Hough

Tim and Karen Knickerbocker - February 08, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

Shawn lit a candle in memory of Ronald Hough

Shawn - February 07, 2020 at 06:17 PM

“

So sorry to hear, I lost a dear friend, my sincere condolences to Ron's family. Ron
was one of the hardest workers on every Master Gardener project I was privileged to
share with him. His positive attitude and smile always made the chores easier. My life
is a little better because Ron was part of it.
JC Schneider

JC Schneider - February 07, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

Bonnie & Family, We are so sad to hear of Ron’s passing. We had such a nice
memory of connecting at the farmer’s market & that great morning we all gathered
around our table last fall.
Each time I add your honey to my tea I think of you. And years of seeing each other
at the Mill. Praying that God will lift you up at this difficult time.
Hugh & Kathy.

Hugh & Kathy Brockway - February 07, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ronald Hough.

February 07, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss Bonnie ( & family).. thoughts & prayers for you & the
family.... Mary Conklin York....

Mary York - February 07, 2020 at 09:35 AM

“

I will miss him. When I went to a classmate dinner Ron was always there with
Bonnie. We always talked. Dave Conklin

David Conklin - February 07, 2020 at 07:08 AM

“

Sending heartfelt hugs to Ron's family. I feel blessed that I was able to get to know
him through the Master Gardener Program. Please know that his community service
was appreciated by many in our communities. I was always thrilled when he brought
me the honey created by he and his bees. He will be missed by many! I will cherish
my memories of Ron!
Linda Whitlock

Linda Whitlock - February 06, 2020 at 09:50 PM

“

I will miss you dearly beyond measure. From you’ll loving brother Dave
david hough - February 18, 2020 at 08:26 PM

