Todd Harold Weinberg
April 12, 1969 - July 11, 2020

With an undaunting spirit and tremendous strength, Todd Weinberg lived a life rich in faith,
family, and friends. Todd was a kind man who welcomed everyone as a friend and whose
integrity was most evident. He embraced life's joys and trials with gratitude and strength,
inspiring all who were blessed to know him. Never one to require the spotlight, Todd was
easily contented by being of service. Whether sharing his wit or wisdom, he did so with
humility and encouragement. While our days with him were far too few, our time with Todd
will forever be treasured.
1969 was a year of innovation and excitement. While the Beatles took the stage together
for the final time, the Boeing 747 and Pontiac Firebird Trans Am made their debuts.
350,000 rock-n-roll fans peaceably gathered at Woodstock, and Neil Armstrong took his
"one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." Nowhere was there more
excitement than in the home of Mel and Jo Weinberg as they welcomed their son Todd
into their family on April 12, 1969.
The middle Weinberg child, Todd grew up on the family farm in Scotts, Michigan, in the
good company of his older sister, Molly, and younger brother, Chad. It was here that the
seeds of his love for home and farming were planted, nourished, and rooted for life. He
plowed his first field at 11 and relished in creating straight rows. At that moment, he knew
his life's calling, and he soon became his father's apprentice. With a shared passion and
commitment, Todd and his father worked well together.
Todd attended Vicksburg Schools, where he excelled academically and loved being a
valued member of the Big Red Machine Marching Band. A talented drummer, Todd
enjoyed drumming for the school band as well as for his church's praise team. He later
lent his talents to the Holy Moments group combo, especially enjoying playing for his
brother and sister-in-law's wedding reception in Washington D.C. Todd proudly graduated
with honors with the Vicksburg High School class of 1987.
A natural servant and mentor, Todd eagerly welcomed opportunities to serve his

community. As a young adult, he was active as a youth leader in his church. Todd was a
valued member of the Kalamazoo County agriculture community. He served as past
president of the Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, was a member of the
Kalamazoo County Conservation Board, and member of the USDA County Committee.
At the age of five, Todd was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis. Despite the challenges that
came with the disease, Todd centered his days in an unwavering determination to live his
life fully and as a farmer. Regardless of the difficulties he faced, Todd met each day with
quiet resolve and a firm, "that will work." At the age of 44, the disease had progressed to
the stage where he needed a double-lung transplant which occurred at the University of
Michigan Health Center in Ann Arbor. With complete faith in his God and in his medical
team, he gratefully embraced the opportunity to do so. The transplant was amazingly
successful and he was soon back working on the farm.
Four years later, cancer became a new life challenge that required several surgeries,
radiation, and chemotherapy treatments. With signature strength and faith, Todd faced
each challenge with grace and gratitude. For three more years he continued farming,
eventually
taking over the operation and management of the farm. Realizing that the physical
limitations were growing, Todd reluctantly retired earlier this year.
One of Todd's greatest joys was having the honor of being an uncle to his nieces and
nephews. As their treasured "U.T.," Todd enveloped each of them with care and
commitment. A man who embodied the principles of his faith, Todd was a great role
model. He encouraged each of their endeavors, always proved a safe harbor in life's
storms, and always remained full of hope.
Blessed by a loving family, good medical care, many friendships, and lots of prayer
support from others, Todd was able to live a life he loved. In so doing, he showed each of
us how to live a wholehearted and full life. As we mourn the loss of our faithful companion,
may we find comfort in the privilege of carrying his legacy of faith and fortitude forward.
Todd Harold Weinberg, of Scotts, passed away on Saturday, July 11, 2020, at the age of
51. He is survived by his mom, Jo Weinberg, sister Molly (Weinberg) Schake of Mililani,
Hawaii, and brother, Chad Weinberg of Alexandria, VA. Also, brother-in-law, Mark Shake,
and sister-in-law, Therra (Ebwe) Weinberg. He was uncle to Ryna Weinberg, Corban
Weinberg, Phoebe Weinberg, Emily Schake, Wendy (Schake) Lyons, Daniel Lyons,
Nathan Schake, and Brooke Schake. Todd is preceded in death by his father, Milford "Mel"

Weinberg, in 2019.
A Celebration of Life Gathering is being planned for September 19, 2:00 p.m. at the home
farm, in Scotts. A private family burial will be at Boughton Cemetery.
While at Todd's webpage at www.mccowensecord .com, please take the time to sign his
guestbook by lighting a candle and/or sharing a memory with his family.
Contributions may go to Michigan Foundation for Agriculture, ATTN: Kate Thiel, P.O. Box
30960, Lansing, Ml 48909 with memo notation: Todd Weinberg memorial.
Another choice may go to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Michigan Chapter, 2265
Livernois Suite 410, Troy, Ml 48083 with memo notation: Todd Weinberg memorial.
The family is being assisted by the McCowen & Secord Funeral Home, 409 South Main,
Vicksburg, Ml 49097 (269-649-1697).

Cemetery

Events

Boughton Cemetery

SEP

East S Ave and South 34th Street
Scotts, MI, 49088

19

Celebration of Life Gathering02:00PM
Weinberg Family Farm
Scotts, MI, US

Comments

“

Praying for Todd's family today. I shared a wonderful conversation with Todd in early
summer recounting our time together serving in the Lake Center Bible Church Praise
Band ministry. Todd was a great percussionist, very reliable and consistent. Serving
our Lord with him was always a joy and privilege. In addition to a strong will to live
and live well, Todd was positive and optimistic! So refreshing to serve with an
encourager. Todd, you have the joy of being with our Savior. Thank you for glorifying
the Lord with your life testimony. I am so thankful for you brother in Christ. May God
surround your family with His presence and comfort. Grateful to call you friend, Bobbi
Coleman

Bobbi Coleman - September 14 at 03:55 PM

“

Dear Jo and family,
I am so sorry to hear of your loss. May God’s love, support and your memories ease
you pain.
Carol Simpson

Carol Simpson - September 13 at 11:51 AM

“

Brian Pierson lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Brian Pierson - August 17 at 07:30 PM

“

Just 5 days before Todd passed, we were messaging back-and-forth talking about
how we both missed seeing smiles from strangers. This was his message back to
me. I suggested that he make a list of all of the blessings in his life and here is the

message he sent back to me. It truly shows Todd’s beautiful spirit!!
Todd: “Weird!! Before i go to bed, I lay there and think of least 10 things I’m thankful
for that day. Lots of times I’ll find 25 or more. And yes, I miss smiles from strangers.
Dumb masks....”
What an incredible man he was! I wish I could’ve gotten to know him sooner. May
God bless all of Todd’s family and dear friends.
Lorie Stock - August 10 at 07:49 PM

“

Connie Wagner lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Connie Wagner - July 28 at 07:17 AM

“

Bill And Maggie Snyder lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Bill and Maggie Snyder - July 24 at 03:07 PM

“

Denise Isresl lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Denise isresl - July 24 at 01:39 AM

“

Bonnie Burr lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Bonnie Burr - July 22 at 08:58 PM

“

“

He was always a nice young man. RIP my man
Bonnie Burr - July 22 at 08:59 PM

What a wonderful and courageous man! Todd was a hardworking, friendly and wellloved man. Unfortunately he spent much of his life with health issues. However, I
never saw him or his Facebook posts show any signs of feeling sorry for himself. He
always seemed upbeat and forward looking. He trusted God to help him. He was
obviously loved by many who knew him. May he Rest In Peace that he so deserves
after years of fighting his diseases. I will miss seeing him and his Facebook posts!
Sincere sympathy to his family and friends. His loss is enormous.
May the memories he created be of comfort.
Carol Lohman

Carol Lohman - July 22 at 11:33 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Todd's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with you in your
loss. A true inspiration he was and know he has a special place up above.
Karen Osowski (Bierma)

karen osowski - July 21 at 02:45 PM

“

Keith Burkhead lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Keith Burkhead - July 16 at 06:08 PM

“

I enjoyed talking with Todd when I worked in the ASCS office. At the time Mel was on the
County Committee. I could tell that Todd would do great things because God's light was
shining through him even then. My sincere condolences to the Weinberg family for your
loss. May God keep you ever in His care during this difficult time and in the days ahead.
Keith Burkhead - July 16 at 06:10 PM

“

Misty Standish lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Misty Standish - July 16 at 05:09 PM

“

Mary And Gary VerMeulen lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Mary and Gary VerMeulen - July 16 at 02:01 PM

“

Jeffery Villwock lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Jeffery Villwock - July 15 at 05:31 PM

“

Jo, Molly, and Chad and families,
Eileen and I are so sorry to hear that you now too have lost Todd. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you. May you find strength in knowing how he touched many lives in
his too short years. We were blessed to have him as a neighbor, friend, and operator
of some of our ground.
I took a minute to forward a note today to Rachel Conley of Growing Hope Globally
(formerly Foods Resource Bank). Excerpt from her response is below:
Hello Dave,
I am so sorry to hear of Todd’s passing. Please pass my condolences along to his
family. I really appreciated Todd’s dedication to helping others through the growing
project even during his own health struggles....
Rachel
Dave and Eileen Rutten

David Rutten - July 15 at 12:51 PM

“

Eric & Sheila Goole lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Eric & Sheila Goole - July 15 at 11:06 AM

“

Polly Noonan lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

polly noonan - July 15 at 09:20 AM

“

I remember Todd from band in high school. I visited him at Borges Hospital when he was
inpatient and he was so happy to see me! Such a sweetheart of a guy

. God bless.

polly noonan - July 15 at 09:26 AM

“

Todd was a dear friend to me. He will always be remembered, forever and ever!!

Louise Robyn - July 15 at 07:45 AM

“

Dawn M Garrett lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Dawn M Garrett - July 14 at 08:57 PM

“

Kathy (Martens) La Pine lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Kathy (Martens) La Pine - July 14 at 08:51 PM

“

Karla Stubblefield lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Karla Stubblefield - July 14 at 08:33 PM

“

Todd will forever be the little drummer boy. I remember the first time he sat behind
my drum kit for a lesson. Biggest eyes I had ever seen. I’m sure he’s kickin it with an
awesome band. Love, peace, and gods warmth to Jo,Chad,Molly and families.

Todd Brouwer - July 14 at 08:32 PM

“

Thank you.
Thank you Mrs Weinberg, Molly, Chad, for sharing with us all an inspirational friend
and a great man. For over 50 years Todd always did the right thing as best he knew
it, led by example, and quietly and consistently overachieved with the cards he had
been dealt. We all have down times, but as we knew him, our rough days and
challenges never were of the magnitude of those he carried daily. And yet he never
ever implied, whispered, communicated, "you having a bad day, listen to this....."
while he, more than any of us could have justifiably done so. As he grew, so did his
faith, in an unwavering acceptance of a higher plan. He's now at the best part of that
plan! Trying to be happy. That's not easy at the moment, for the rest of us temporarily
left behind. I am comforted at thinking of him as a bit of an advanced guard if you will
for our generation. A leader for us still. If we could magically call him and tell him we
know how to bring him back I have no doubt he would respond with a hearty, "nope,
I'm good, I'm really good, have faith, will see you when you get here, don't do
anything I wouldn't do!". I absolutely can hear those words from him. And because
we knew him (and you all shared him), from his example and through his
experiences, we all have a little better chance reuniting, when the appropriate time
comes for each of us.
And for that, Mrs Weinberg, Chad, Molly, and the entire family. Thank you.

Dave Peters - July 14 at 02:20 PM

“

These words here are so beautiful dear Dave! I agree 100%! Todd will be so missed. Such
an incredible inspiration he is. How lucky we are to call him “friend”.

So much love to the

precious Weinberg family.
Betsy Breitenbach - July 14 at 04:23 PM

“

Jeff And Mary Ann Kudary lit a candle in memory of Todd Harold Weinberg

Jeff and Mary Ann Kudary - July 14 at 07:16 AM

“

Dear Jo and Family, Sending our deepest sympathy and prayers.
Gay Lou and W. Jay Brown

Gay Lou & W. Jay Brown - July 14 at 12:36 AM

“

Having attended Lake Center Bible Church and Kindle Community Church with Todd,
I loved when he played in the praise band. Even through his years of cancer, Todd
always had a positive attitude and kept his hope in God. A good man and an honor
to have known him. God bless you all.

Cathy Stoner - July 13 at 08:38 PM

“

To Jo and family we send our deepest sympathy. I've missed seeing Todd at work as
I pass the Hayward farm.....we're so sorry.

Frank and Jackie Chapin - July 13 at 02:34 PM

“

Todd was very supportive and a great source of encouragement when his cousin
Steve had open heart surgery. And speaking of surgery his work shop was as beat
and tidy as a surgical suite. Todd you will missed by so very many folks. Steve and
Donna

Steve and Donna Weinberg - July 12 at 09:08 PM

“

Dear Jo, you have our prayers and fond memories of soccer games and of course school.
We are so very sorry to hear of yet another death for you to endure. God is there...always.
Gail McCloughan - July 13 at 03:48 PM

“

I knew OF Todd, before I met him. Mel was among the first
farmers I met, and I quickly came to understand how very proud
of Todd he was. Sharing Farm Bureau Board meetings was one
of my cherishes(if that's not a word, it should be!) Rest in Peace,
my friend. God knows you've earned it!
Karl & Pat Guenther
Karl Guenther - July 14 at 12:35 PM

“

What a great legacy Todd has planted and harvested in his
lifetime. A family, and community that he loved and who
loved him and work that fulfilled him. How many people can
accomplish all that? We are so sorry for this loss. He and his
family will long be remembered for their determination to keep
moving forward. I

Beth and Dave Prudden
Beth and Dave Prudden - July 16 at 06:31 PM

“

Our sincere condolences. The Glidden Family
Chris Richter - July 16 at 08:24 PM

